


Denver Vulnerability Index Results



Volunteers From...

Å Colorado Coalition for the Homeless

Å Urban Peak

Å St. Francis Center

Å Harm Reduction Action Center

Å Volunteers of America

Å Prax(us)

Å Urban Servantôs Group

Å St. Andrewôs United Methodist Church

Å Taking it to the Streets

Å Denver Department of Human Services

Å Denver Police Department

Å Denverôs Road Home





Vulnerability Index

ÅBased on Dr. Jim OôConnell research 
from Bostonôs Healthcare for the 
Homeless

ÅRanks individuals by mortality risk and 
length of homelessness





Vulnerability Index

ÅMore than 6 months street homeless AND at least 
one of the following:
ïEnd Stage Renal Disease 

ïHistory of Cold Weather Injuries

ïLiver Disease or Cirrhosis

ïHIV+/AIDS

ïOver 60 years old 

ïThree of more emergency room visits in prior three months

ïThree or more ER or hospitalizations in prior year

ïTri-morbid (mentally ill+ abusing substances+ chronic 
medical problem)



Project Overview

ÅMonday:  Training 

ÅTues, Weds, Thurs:  4 am to 6 am surveys

ÅMonday:  Community Meeting

ÅNext:  House remaining chronic and 
vulnerable individuals as quickly as possible



Where We Went



Methodically Canvass the Streets between 4 and 6 am



Interview Methodology

ÅTeam leader with 3 or more team members

ÅDivided Denver into 11 sectors 

ÅCovered each sector on 3 consecutive mornings

ÅAsked each person encountered to participate

ÅLogged refusals

ÅSurvey in exchange for $5 McDonaldôs coupon



Interview Methodology

ÅPatient

ÅRespectful

ÅPersistent 

ÅCompassionate



Interview Questions

ÅDemographics

ÅHealth Risk Indicators 

ÅInstitutional Usage (prison, shelter, jail)

ÅEmployment, Benefits, and Citizenship

ÅPicture



Interview Results

Å276 interviews completed out of 310 people seen

ï97 interviews were administered in an overflow shelter (72 
men at Crossroads, 25 women at Delores Project)

Å89% response rate

Å121 (44%) with high mortality risk (vulnerable)

Å198 pictures allowed

Åñvulnerableò are people who have at least 1 
mortality risk factor, rank ordered by length of 
homelessness



Prevalence of Risk Indicators

Risk indicator National Average Denver

Sample Size 5571 276

Tri-morbid 29% 23%

3x hospital or ER last year 10% 17%

3x ER last 3 months 13% 10%

> 60 years old 10% 7%

HIV+/AIDS 3% 1%

Liver Disease 10% 9%

Kidney Disease 5% 2%

Cold/Wet Weather Injury 9% 12%

% vulnerable 42% 44%

121 (44%) of those surveyed met at least one High -Risk Criteria



Risk Indicators

Risk indicator # of people

Tri-morbid 62

3x hospital or ER last year 48

3x ER last 3 months 27

> 60 years old 20

HIV/AIDS 4

Liver Disease 24

Kidney Disease 6

Cold/Wet Weather Injury 33



Age/Seniors

Å20 (7%) people are over 60 years old

ÅOldest respondent was 72 years old
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