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Mayor Hickenlooper, Public Works Announce Innovative Way to Contribute to Denver’s Road Home

Retired Parking Meters Find New Jobs

DENVER – Denver Mayor John Hickenlooper and Manager of Public Works Guillermo “Bill” Vidal today announced an innovative new way to contribute to Denver’s Road Home, the 10-year plan to end homelessness. 

Denver Public Works along with Denver’s Road Home, alumni of Leadership Denver, Downtown Denver Partnership, Mile High United Way, Rabble+Rouser and OZ Architecture worked together to refurbish and redesign 36 parking meters that will be placed at various areas downtown to allow people to easily give spare change to the effort to end homelessness. 

“The Donation Meter demonstrates yet another innovative way in which this community is responding to Denver's Road Home and our commitment to ending homelessness,” Hickenlooper said.  “We are fortunate to live in a city where public officials, including Bill Vidal at the Department of Public Works, are willing to work on a project that will substantially increase public awareness and resources for the homeless in Denver.”

“The Donation Meters provide a creative way for everyone, even if they only have a nickel, to help,” Hickenlooper said.

"Denver's Public Works is delighted to be part of this growing community wide effort to end homelessness in Denver," Vidal said. "Starting today with 36 meters, citizens will have a new way to donate to an important cause. Recycling our older meters as donation collection sites is an innovative use of retired equipment."

The donation meter program is part of a widespread effort to redirect the money given to panhandlers, most of who are not homeless, into efforts that provide meals, job training, substance abuse counseling, housing and other programs for those in need. 

“The Downtown Denver Partnership is excited to be a part of this collaboration that will provide real help to the homeless in our community,” said Tami Door, president of the Partnership.

“We know that people in Denver give more than $4 million a year to panhandlers. While that giving is well intentioned, it has been shown that it doesn’t provide the help people need to get ahead,” Door said, pointing out that there are meals and beds for anyone who needs them.

“These donation meters allow all of us a chance to give that spare change to support those programs and others that provide real help to people who need it,” Door said.

“You might be asking yourself how much good can spare change really do,” Vidal said. “But a few coins can make a big difference in someone’s life - 50 cents helps a homeless person to use public transportation to reach an appointment; $1.50 provides a meal for a homeless individual; and $20 provides a homeless family with food, shelter, clothing, employment assistance, and case management for a day.”

Businesses and individuals around the metro area “sponsored” all 36 meters for $1,000 each. 

“That means before a single coin has been dropped into a meter the effort has already raised $36,000 for Denver’s Road Home,” said Carrie Mesch, representing the alumni of Leadership Denver, an integral member of the partnership that made the donation meter campaign a reality. 

Denver’s Road Home is a partnership between the City and County of Denver and Mile High United Way.   Funding raised through the Donation Meters will be accepted by Mile High United Way and invested in long-term solutions to end homelessness in our community.

"We are pleased with the community ownership demonstrated by this project.  This is a working example of the public, private and nonprofit community in action together and is a step in the right direction to help us raise the $12 million we need to fully implement the first four years of this plan," said Mike Durkin, president of Mile High United Way. 

“The partnership between the city and the business community to make the donation meters a reality is one of the hallmarks of Denver’s Road Home,” Hickenlooper said. “I want to thank Bill Vidal and his staff at Public Works; the folks at Rabble+Rouser and OZ Architecture for the tremendous amount of time and creative energy they’ve donated to this project; alumni of Leadership Denver; the Downtown Denver Partnership, the Denver Metro Convention and Visitors Bureau; and Mike Durkin and Mile High United Way. 

Business and individuals that sponsored the meters are:

AAA Colorado – Eric Escudero 

Allen and Christine Levy – Allen Levy 

Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck, PC – Bruce James 

Charles and Suzanne Knight – Charlie Knight 

Cherokee Investment Partners – Kenneth Ho 

Citywide Banks – Mark Job 

Clear Channel Radio – Lee Larsen 

Denver Business Improvement District – Tami Door 

Denver Metro Chamber Foundation – Susan Barber 

Denver Metro Chamber of Commerce – Rob Cohen 

First Data Corporation – Colin Wheeler 

Humphries Poli Architects – Dennis Humphries 

IMA Financial Group, Inc. – Rob Cohen 

Isaacson Rosenbaum PC – Jon Steeler 

Johnston Wells Public Relations – GG Johnston 

JPMorganChase – Todd Munson, Debra Bustos 

Kaiser-Permanente – Jandel Allen-Davis, MD 

Kentwood City Properties – Dee Chirafisi 

Leadership Denver – Class of 1997 – Mary Hobson 

Leadership Denver – Class of 2003 – Mark Cohen 

Leadership Denver – Class of 2004 – Jim Thomas 

Leadership Denver – Class of 2005 – Brad Martin 

Leadership Denver – Class of 2006 – Erin McLain 

Leadership Denver – Class of 2007 – Terri Taylor 

Mark Eddy Communications – Mark Eddy 

Minor & Brown – Jim Thomas 

Molly’s of Denver – Molly Broeren 

OZ Architecture – Jim Bershof 

National Hirschfeld – Barry Hirschfeld 

Schenkein Public Relations – Leanna Clark 

Shaw Construction – Diane Miller 

Suncor Energy (USA) Inc. – Michael Korenblat 

THF Realty – Karen Blumenstein 

Turner Construction Company – Jeff Mack 

Urban Ventures, LLC – Susan Powers 

