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Mile High United Way releases requests for proposals for agencies wishing to serve homeless population through Denver’s Road Home
Mile High United Way and the City and County of Denver today released two Requests for Proposals from service providers with the capacity and experience to support programs and activities for Denver’s Road Home, the City’s Ten-Year Plan to End Homelessness. 

The first RFP is for the city’s Street to Home project, which will invest $1 million to help chronically homeless individuals who have been identified as some of the hardest to assist because they have been on the streets for a long period of time.  Half of the $1 million will be for rental assistance and half for services, such as case management, substance abuse treatment, mental health treatment, and health services.  

The second RFP will be for $625,000 and will include these services to meet specific needs identified in the 10-year plan:

· Providing for 24-hour shelter availability, 

· Expanding medical services in order to reduce emergency room visits for homeless people, and

· Providing respite care to give homeless people who are just discharged from the hospital a place to stay.

Service providers throughout the City and County of Denver were notified today of the requests for proposals through a network of e-mail databases and listservs serving area nonprofit organizations. Service providers were directed to the full Request for Proposals online at www.DenversRoadHome.org. They also received the following timeline for the resource allocation process for 2007:
Sep. 6 – RFP available to applicant organizations

Sep. 10 – Mandatory Bidder’s Conference – All potential bidders must be present at 10 a.m. at Mile High United Way, 2505 18th Street, to be eligible for grants
Sep. 14 – Questions received during the Bidder’s Conference and during the week from Bidders will be answered, in writing, and forwarded to all Bidders 
Sep. 21 – The Resource Allocation Committee will create a special Oversight Committee
Oct. 5 – Proposals are due at Mile High United Way, 2505 18th Street, by 5 p.m.
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Oct. 12 – Proposal packages will be distributed by Mile High United Way to the Oversight Committee for review
Oct. 15 – Oversight Committee will meet at Mile High United Way, 2505 18th Street

to review and approve proposals (estimated time 8 a.m. to Noon)

Oct. 16 – Funding decisions will be announced
Nov. 1 – Contracts managed by Mile High United Way will have been executed and checks will be processed to recipients

Denver’s Road Home is a partnership between the City and County of Denver and Mile High United Way.  For more information on the Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness, visit www.DenversRoadHome.org.
The first request for proposals under Denver’s Road Home was released on March 1, 2006 with funds disbursed on July 1, 2006.  The second was released January 16, 2007 with funds disbursed by June 30, 2007.  
Questions about the RFP or the RFP process should be e-mailed to Melissa Stirdivant at melissa.stirdivant@unitedwaydenver.org and will be collected and addressed at the mandatory bidder’s conference on Sept. 10, 2007. 
###

Mile High United Way maximizes the power of collective generosity.  We focus on three related initiatives:  School Readiness, Youth Success and Adult Self Sufficiency. Our mission is achieved when young children from low-income families are prepared to succeed when they begin school, at-risk youth graduate from high school and individuals and families achieve financial stability and independence.  We can do more together.  To learn more visit www.unitedwaydenver.org.
